
  
 

 
 

School Enrollment for PK-12 Children in Temporary Housing/Homes 

Child may stay at chosen 
school as long as 

“homeless” / in foster 
care.  They lose eligibility 
at the end of school year° 

after . . . 
 

*includes children sharing others’ housing due to loss of housing, economic hardship, etc. (“doubling up”); abandoned in 
hospitals; “unaccompanied homeless youth”; or living in motels, hotels, trailer parks, camp grounds, cars, parks, public spaces, 
abandoned buildings, bus or train stations, or emergency or transitional shelters. 
†even if missing birth certificate, health records, etc. (new school’s responsibility to request from previous school) 

° A child who will enter their “terminal year” in a school building (e.g., 7th grader in a 6-8 bldg.), may stay for one additional year. 
 
 

Children without 
“fixed, regular, and 
adequate” housing* 

Article 10 “Direct 
Placements” 

Children in Foster 
Care 

School District 
“McKinney-Vento 

Liaison" 

School District 
“Fostering Connections 

Point of Contact” 

Permanent Housing 

Family Permanency 

parent/guardian/1017 

“designates” district 

Consult our separate Education Guide for Child 
Welfare Workers for more detailed guidance. 

DSS Caseworker, 
Child, Bio Parents, 

Teachers, etc.: 

“Best Interest” Form 

immediate† 

enrollment  

A. School District of Origin 
- attended at time of 

displacement  
- last attended  

or 
B. School District of 

Location 
- zoned for current 

residence 

This guide does not constitute legal advice. This guide attempts to summarize existing policies or laws without stating the opinion of LABB.  If you have a legal problem,  
please contact an attorney or advocate.  Our Education Advocacy Team can be reached at 716-416-7466 or education@legalaidbuffalo.org. 

 

https://www.p12.nysed.gov/sss/documents/FosterCareToolkit3.17.22.pdf

